
You are receiving this newsletter because you are near  
the Okotoks to Janet Project proposed in the Calgary  
and Foothills areas and we want to provide you with  
an update.

What progress have we made?
During the first stage of consultation, between October and December 2011, 
we received valuable stakeholder input about the proposed transmission 
improvements. We held open houses in Calgary and Okotoks and conducted 
more than 240 one-on-one consultations with stakeholders. 

We would like to provide you with:

• information about next steps, including the Facilities Application  
and construction 

• updated project details

• updated project maps

DEFINITION 

Transmission
Transmission lines make up 
Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power 
is generated to where power is 
used. Transmission lines transport 
large amounts of power over long 
distances across the province. 
The transmission system connects 
diverse sources of power generation 
including wind, high-efficiency coal, 
natural gas and more.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Modern technologies, like digital recording devices, 
are a large drain on the power system. Some home 
entertainment configurations use more power than 
a new refrigerator. The average home has more and 
more gadgets continuously drawing power from the 
grid. Transmission lines bring power from where it’s 
created to where it’s needed so you can power your 
quality of life.
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DEFINITION

Facilities Application
AltaLink submits Facilities Applications 
to the AUC for review. A Facilities 
Application describes how AltaLink 
proposes to meet the requirements 
for a transmission project. It includes 
routing details, results of the 
participant involvement program 
and technical details. Facilities 
Applications must be approved by the 
AUC before construction can begin.

DEFINITION

Alberta Utilities 
Commission
The Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. AltaLink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the AUC and the AUC 
reviews them in a public process.

DEFINITION

Circuit
A circuit is a group of wires that 
electricity flows through. The 
wires are strung along power 
line structures. Transmission line 
structures are often described as 
single or double circuit. In a single 
circuit transmission line, three single 
or bundled wires are strung along 
the transmission structures.  
A double circuit transmission line 
has six single or bundled wires 
strung along the structures.

Next steps
We will be filing a Facilities Application with the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC) in winter/spring 2012. The AUC will review the 
application through a process in which stakeholders can participate.

The Okotoks to Janet Project will be filed in the same Facilities Application 
as the High River and Okotoks Transmission Project. Information about 
the High River and Okotoks Transmission Project can be found on the 
Foothills Area Transmission Development map included in this package.

The joint application will be titled Foothills 138 kV Project.

We will send you a notification letter after we file the application. The 
letter will include our application number so you can track the project’s 
status with the AUC. To learn more about the AUC process and how 
you can become involved, please refer to the brochure included in this 
package titled Public Involvement in Needs or Facilities Applications.

Anticipated project schedule

File application with the AUC Winter/spring 2012

Start construction if project is approved Spring 2013

Complete construction Winter 2015

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to  
change. We will continue to provide you with updated schedule information  
as the project progresses.

Project details
The Okotoks to Janet Project includes:

Voltage changes on existing transmission lines

911L transmission line: the voltage will decrease from 240 kV (240,000 volts) 
to 138 kV from east of Okotoks to north of the Bow River.

 850L/911L transmission line: the voltage on the 850L circuit will increase 
from 138 kV to 240 kV from the ENMAX No. 65 Substation to the 
proposed ENMAX No. 25 Substation; the existing 911L circuit will remain 
its current voltage of 240 kV.

The overhead shield wire on this segment of the 850L/911L transmission 
line will be replaced with a new fibre optic overhead shield wire to 
improve telecommunication abilities with AltaLink’s control centre.

Please note: some of the 850L/911L structures may be removed and/or relocated to 
accommodate the North Foothills Transmission Project (NFTP) and the Langdon to Janet 
Transmission Project (LTJ). The removal and/or relocation of these structures will be 
proposed as part of the NFTP and LTJ projects.
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Removal of an existing transmission line

727L transmission line: approximately 34 kilometres (21 miles) of the 
existing 727L transmission line will be removed between the Janet 
Substation and the Okotoks Substation.

Some of the transmission structures carrying the 727L transmission  
line are also carrying a FortisAlberta distribution line. After AltaLink 
removes the 727L transmission line and the cross arms that support  
the transmission line from these structures, the poles will continue  
to carry the FortisAlberta distribution line. The remaining structures  
that are not carrying a FortisAlberta distribution line will be removed  
and the area restored.

2A

547

2

CARSELAND
525S

ENMAX#26
C26S

812L

CALGARY

92
4L

92
7L

851L

2A

799

797

552

549

2

783

22X

91
1L

12
01

L

72
7L

560

552

791

22X

2

OKOTOKS

CHESTERMERE

12
01

L

916L 832L
JANET

74S

LANGDON
102S

Approved
ENMAX
#SS-65 SUB

Proposed
ENMAX
#SS-25 SUB

924L 927L

765L

91
1L

 8
50

L
91

1L

936L 937L

850L

72
7L

OKOTOKS
678S

Indus

Bennett Langdon

Janet

Gladys

LEGEND
ENMAX Substation
Proposed Expansion
of Existing Substation
Proposed Transmission Line
Proposed Removal
of Transmission Line
Proposed Voltage Change
of Transmission Line

Existing Substation
Hamlet or Locality
Existing Transmission Line
Road
Urban Area
Water Body

Hig
h

w
oo

d 

River

Sheep River

Bow River

NOTE
For more information about the 
Okotoks to Janet Project or other 
projects in the area please visit 
www.altalink.ca/fatd or contact 
us and we will send you the 
project information packages. 

Before – Photo of existing 727L  
transmission structure

After – Photo of distribution structure, 
similar to what structures will look like after 
the 727L transmission line and cross arms 
are removed
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INCLUDED IN THIS 
INFORMATION 
PACKAGE:
• Project maps
• Foothillls Area Transmission 

Development map
• AUC brochure: Public 

Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications

Construction activities
If this project is approved, we will continue to communicate with 
landowners during the construction process to provide the most  
up-to-date information and to mitigate any potential impacts that  
may arise.

We expect the construction process to take approximately 18 to 21 
months. Construction will be completed in coordination with other 
projects in the area.

Depending on where you are in relation to the project, you may see  
or hear:

• noise and construction crews

• work on existing transmission structures

• transmission structure removal

Safety commitment
AltaLink is committed to the safe design, construction, maintenance 
and operation of transmission facilities. AltaLink’s safety standards and 
practices are developed to meet or exceed government guidelines and 
codes to ensure that our facilities meet the requirements for public, 
employee and neighbouring facility safety.

More information
To learn more about the proposed project, please contact:

ALTALINK 
AltaLink at 1-877-767-4484 (toll-free) 
Email: fatd@altalink.ca

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO)
1-888-866-2959 (toll-free) 
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALBERTA UTILITIES COMMISSION (AUC) 
780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number).  
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

www.twitter.com/altalink

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

Let’s talk transmission


